
FOREIGN SERVICE OF THE PHILIPPINES 

Embassy of the Philippines 
Office of the Agricultural Attach6 

1600 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Tel: (202) 467-9422 
Tel: (202) 467-9423 
Fax: (202) 467-9421 

16 September 2002 

Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305) 
Food and Drug Administration 
5630 Fishers Lane, Room 1061 
Rockville, MD 20852 

Sirs: 

In connection with the Bioterrorism Act of 2002, enclosed are the comments, in two (2) 
copies, submitted by the agencies of the Department of Agriculture of the Philippines, namely: 

1) Bureau of Plant Industry dated September 10, 2002; and 
2) Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources dated September 5, 2002. 

This Office will continue to forward comments received from concerned parties in the 
Philippines. 

Very truly yours, 

LUCIO C. MANGHINANG, JR. 
Assistant Agriculture Attache 

Enclosures: 
As stated. 
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FOR: Intenmtiond Rdatious Division 
Department of Agriculture 

FROM: BUD UMPAR ADIONG, CF,SO II 
Director 

DATE: 30 September 2002 

SUBJECT: u$ BIOTERRORISM Aq 

We would like to forward our comments on the above subject, as fMows: 

Current export of food items to the U.S. varies’from fresh lo proax& 
products. One of tbc hsh produce exports to the U.S. is fit.41 mango. 
The requirement ir for our mango to undergo Vapor Heat Treatment in 
one of the USDA certieed f&cilities. These certified facilities have 
submitteddlthedatamd raquirenwlts to the USDA including those 
mentioned in Sec. 305. Aside fi-om the cc&i&ion requirement, a USDA 
pre-clemnce inspector is being assigned durirg the export season to 
supehe the whole process. 

G ivea t&se fbcts bd given the inkqtim of the ACT, do these facilities 
ccr&d by USDA need to rugister to the US PDA? 

. . t.nceoflgrJIprtcdF~ 

co-: USDA is atready propc$ inf&ncd of any shiplnerrt of tiesh produce 
coming bm the certkd Gkcilities in the PVfippines. Do the exporters 
need to again noti@  the US FDA? 

. . . . :‘. _ . ‘_ . (’ .:m; ,a 
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Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resourca 
860 Quczon Ave., Quczon City, Metro Manila 1103 

, Tel. Nos. 372-50-57 l 372-50-42 
Fax Nos. 372-50-48 * 372-50-61 

P. El2 

05 Septerptxw 2802 

FOR : ASSfSTANT SECRETARY SEGFREDO R. SERRANQ 
Department of Agriculture 
Diliman, Quezon City 

FROM : ATTY. ROMEO 6. DE SAGUN 
OffiCer-If?-Charge 

SUBJECT : Comnents Re: US Bbterrwbm Act 

Relative to this, the following am our axnments: . 

1. This Act has created greater awareness among countries on the 
importance of safety Of food and ckugs traded not only in the US but also 
in the PMippii and in Other countries. 

2. This Office will circulate this Act to all seafood manufacturws and 
~afflsh~stousfwtheir~~andappropriateaction 
and further instill their compliance to USFDA 21 CFR123, the Seafood 
HACCP Regulations, in order to ensure the safety of seafood producta. 

3. ANhough the Act has introduced additional stringent requirements for 
compliancebyaltconwmed, compliance to the same is necessary. 


